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Getting the basics right

In school, on time, everyday

High quality work, inside and out of school

Managing and organising workload

Equipped to learn

Punctual and positive mindset





Grades 
Comparison



PPEs (Pre-Public Exams)

13th Nov – 28th Nov (VA subjects the following week)

PPEs are vitally important for 4 reasons 

• Students know where they are right now

• Students know what they still need to learn

• Students practise writing and thinking hard for a sustained period 
and know how to organise themselves before and during an exam. 

• Supports teachers in fixing any misconceptions

*Another round of PPEs for some subjects - March 2025



Holiday Revision Sessions

Please use this opportunity

We hold holiday revision sessions within 2025

Easter 2025

May Half term 2025

Details to be confirmed 



GCSE Examination Window

Start date – 8th May 2025 (officially)

End/Contingency day – 25th 
June

All students should be available 
up to and including this date

Attendance is vital throughout the year to equip students 
with the knowledge and skills

Hillview 6th form Induction – 30th June and 1st July 2025* 

*Provisional Dates



PLCs (Personalised Learning Checklist)

Independent learning Revision – in school and 
at home

Workshops and revision 
sessions during lunch 
time and after school

Targeted support and 
intervention



Does your child 
speak another 
language at home?

• Can they read, write a speak an 
additional language?

• Please scan the QR code and give 
us more information, we may be 
able to enter your child for an 
additional GCSE in their native 
language



• Key dates 

• Post-16 plan

• Subject RAG

• Termly targets

• PPE reflection 

• Revision tips and strategies

• Exam tips

• Wellbeing advice

• Revision TT

• Stress busters



English, 
Maths and 
Science



Comprehension

Response

Communication

English

Mrs K Aplin

"Reading is the key that opens doors to 
many good things in life. Reading 

shaped my dreams, and more reading 
helped me make my dreams come 

true." - Ruth Bader Ginsburg



Key points about English Language and

English Literature GCSEs:

• 100% examination.

• 4 exams in total (2 Language, 2 Literature).

• No tiered entry – everyone sits the same papers, everyone has the same range 

of grades

• ‘Closed book’ Literature exams.

For your child, this means:

• Revision of ‘content’ for English – recall is important.

• Care over technical accuracy in all work.

• Timing and exam technique is key.

• Knowing ‘which is which’ (Blue book = Literature; orange book = Language)

Exam dates
• Tuesday 13th May – Literature Paper 1
• Tuesday 20th May – Literature Paper 2
• Friday 23rd May – Language Paper 1
• Friday 6th June – Language Paper 2

Remember, our board is Edexcel – be wary 
of online revision videos or resources that 
may be about the exam questions from 
other exam boards! 

This is especially the case for Language, 
but there are also differences in the 
Literature papers.



Content
English 

Language –

• Reading non-fiction 

and transactional 

writing

• Reading fiction and 

imaginative writing

English 

Literature –

• Macbeth and An 

Inspector Calls

• A Christmas Carol 

and Relationships 

Poetry (Anthology 

plus unseen)

Skills assessed:

• Understanding and selecting relevant points from texts.

• Commenting on writers’ use of language and structure, using terminology.

• Evaluate the effect of writers’ techniques.

• Commenting on the significance of context where relevant (Macbeth, An Inspector 

Calls, Anthology).

• Writing effectively and appropriately.

• Writing accurately.



Preparing for the exams: “How do you revise for English?!”

• GCSE Pod (teacher assignments and independent revision) and Seneca Learning.

• Educake quizzes - you can set yourself extras for Language and Literature.

• BBC Bitesize.

• MASSOLIT lectures (school subscribes to this)

• Revision guides – especially SNAP revision, CGP cards or York Notes for 
Literature; Pearson-published revision guides and workbooks for Language.

• Go over and improve classwork and homework, referring to feedback and PLCs.

• Watch a range of film/TV adaptations of the Literature texts

• Read, read, read!  For non-fiction texts: 1. identify information; 2. comment on 
language and structure; 3. compare it to another text and 4. evaluate the effect.

• PPEs – revise, USE the feedback and treat it methodically – every mark counts!

• Talk to your teacher if you need help – arrange a good time as soon as possible; 
also specific revision sessions after PPEs and an open 'drop in' every Thursday.

Look out revision resources aimed at Edexcel GCSEs (or it may 

say ‘Pearson Edexcel’) … all our students sit the same 

English Language and English Literature courses with this 

exam board.



Maths
Miss E Knight



Higher Tier 
Grade 4-9

Foundation Tier 
Grade 1-5

Summer Exams

15th May Paper 1 Non-Calculator

4th June Paper 2 Calculator

11th June Paper 3 Calculator

Maths



Equipment needed

Black pens

Pencil

Scientific Calculator (Casio FX-83GT as the recommended minimum requirement)

Ruler

Protractor

Compass

Rubber

Maths



PLC

It is very tempting to work on topics that make 

you feel good because you can do it, but this 

wont help to get lot of marks.

Pick topics you struggle with, it feel good when 

you conquer them!

Personalised Learning Checklist

Maths



Maths



£3 each
Maths



Independent tasks to do 

every month.

Useful websites.

Revision timetables.

Maths Sharepoint



• Higher / Foundation specific 
revision sessions after school on 
Wednesdays

• Maths drop in clinic Wednesday 
lunch time

• Speak with their classroom 
teacher

Deal with issues as they arise!



Mr. M. Adanah

“The important thing is to never stop questioning [or learning].” – Albert Einstein



Science  
• AQA Biology, Chemistry, Physics

• www.aqa.org.uk

• At the beginning of the Summer next year your daughter will sit 2 x 1h 45min exams per 
Science subject they are studying.

• Biology P1 13th May

   Biology P2 9th June

• Chemistry P1 19th May

  Chemistry P2 13th June

• Physics P1 22nd May

   Physics P2 16th June

• Foundation tier pupils can be awarded grades 1-5, and Higher tier pupils can be awarded 
grades 4-9. The higher tier is designed for those students working consistently at grade 6 
and above.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


Ability to read, use and 
communicate scientific 
terminology correctly – 

past paper questions

Ability to write methods 
and investigate 

hypotheses from 
required practicals

Ability to apply 
mathematical skills to 
process experimental 

data

Ability to use 
appropriate scientific 

equipment in required 
practicals

Ability to recall knowledge 
and apply scientific 

understanding – Sub-Unit, 
End of Unit and EoY tests



Revision aids

• Checkpoint Assessments

• End of Units tests

• PLC’s

• Independent revision notes

• Structured revision sessions from 
Term 3. Drop-in sessions running in 
Terms 1 and 2:

 Biology – Fri. Lunchtime (GT2)

 Chemistry – Tuesday after school 
(101)

 Physics – Thursday lunchtime (GT3)

• Revision guides

• Educake

• Focus eLearning

• Seneca learning



Managing 
Year 11 and 

Beyond
Thursday 10

th
 October

Students have attended a 

carousal of activities for 

support



The Sessions
• Revision and Memory

• Wellbeing for Exams

• Examination Guidelines

• Future Pathways

• Ask the 6th Formers



Well-being advice given to students

Anxiety is something that can 
happen to anyone. Remember 

fight, flight freeze response and 
that an element of worry at GCSE 

level is natural. 

Break coursework, final projects 
and revision down into chunks.

Identify a buddy/peer to be a 
support mentor.

Recognise feelings and thoughts 
‘below the surface’. We can only 

change our actions, once we have 
changed our thoughts., Practise “I 
can…,I will…, I am…” affirmations.  

Encourage students to use 
appropriate apps (those on the 
NHS website have been quality 

assured).

Invest in the pillars of well-being 
–connect with others (socialising  
and down time is still important), 

do physical activities, practise 
mindfulness, see this year as an 
opportunity to learn new skills. 



Normal feelings

Feeling Anxious 

Feeling Doubtful 

Feeling Dread 

Feeling Stressed 

Feeling Pressure 

Feeling Unmotivated 



How to support your child

Some ideas

Foster a calm 
and positive 
environment 

Encourage 
healthy eating 
and exercise 

Monitor sleep 
(intervene if 
necessary!)

Provide a zone 
for homework 
and revision

Encourage a 
healthy 
balance 

Support them 
and hold them 

to account

Put the revision 
timetable 

where you can 
both see it

Remember 

• At times, they may be scared and 

stressed

• They may take their stress out on you 

because they trust you

• They may avoid revising for fear of 

failure

• Be kind, including yourself, we all get 

stressed

• It won’t go on forever – it will be over 

sooner than you think!



Anything to avoid?

Try your best to…

Not have a countdown!

Comparing siblings, other family members

Sharing how hard the exams are on you and the rest of the family

Any suggestion that things are ‘easier these days’

Suggest that it is too late – it is NEVER too late!

Stop them going out at all over the revision period



Revision Timetable

Things to remember

Include any 
commitments 
they already 

have and keep 
them going!

Burnout can 
occur, breaks are 

important

Pretty timetable, 
make sure it’s 

followed!

We can help in 
school, please 

contact if this is a 
barrier



Timetable Example 

TIME Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday TIME Saturday Sunday

8.30am –
4.30pm

School School School School School
9.00am – 
10.00am

Breakfast/ 
Shower

Breakfast/ 
Shower

4.30pm – 
5.30pm

Homework Free time Homework Homework Free time
10.00am – 
11.00am

Revision Revision

5.30pm – 
6.00pm

Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner
11.00am – 

1.00pm 
Free time/ 

Lunch 
Free time/ 

Lunch 

6.00pm – 
7.00pm

Revision Revision Revision Revision Revision 
1.00pm – 
3.00pm

Revision Socialising 

7.00pm – 
8.00pm

Revision Revision Free time
Revision/ 

Past papers
Free time 

3.00pm – 
5.00pm 

Socialising Revision

8.00pm 
onwards

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

Down time/ 
Relaxation 

6.00pm 
onwards

Dinner/ 
Downtime

Dinner/ 
Downtime



Revision strategies

• Sitting with distractions and a textbook 

does not work

• Post it walls/doors around the home

• Flashcards

• Explain a topic over dinner/food

• Mindmaps 

• Past papers

• Revision/topic videos 



Revision Top 10

Wednesday, 25 September 2024



Useful Revision 
Aids/Tools





Jacqueline 
Birch (KS5)

Marnie Lines 
(KS3 & 4)

Our role

Support careers across 
the school lessons, 
mentor time, PDL lessons

Explore future pathways 
after Post 16

One to one support





Careers Meeting

• Each Year 11 will be offered a Careers 
Meeting

• Ms Lines or Mrs Anna Brandon (external 
careers advisor)

• This is impartial advice/support to guide 
them through their next steps

• Notes of the meeting are emailed to 
students or uploaded to Uni Frog (such 
as webpages they might want to look at)

Anna Brandon



Hillview 6th 
form

Another 6th 
form 

College

Apprenticeship

The View

Understand the 

requirements for each 

of these pathways





Your child has their Log in from Summer Term Yr10 in PDL



At a Glance





Sixth Form Open Evening
Thursday 21st November

5.30pm - 7.30pm

General entry requirements
•Grade 4 or above in English Language and 
Maths ​ (no retake opportunity)
•3 other GCSE grades 4 or above (A*-C)
•Specific entry requirements for each course.
e.g
Sociology  - Grade 5 or above in English language, 5 or above in 
History, RE or Geography. APS 4.75.
Biology – Grade 6 or above in Biology, 5 or above in Chemistry 
or Physics. APS 4.75 or above.



GCSE Parent 
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FAQ's, Exam Boards and our Year 11 
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